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STUDENT DRUG TESTING 
(MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+ Program)
Statement of Purpose and Intent
Throughout the nation, drug use and abuse among our youth are increasing. The Board of Education of the Linn County R-I School District has a deep commitment to deter and prevent student drug use and to offer student activities in a safe, secure, drug-free school setting. 
Because it is concerned about the health and safety of students, the Board directs the superintendent or designee to implement a drug testing program where students 6-12 are required, as a condition of participation in MSHSAA sponsored activities/A+ program to consent to random drug screening.
Students who test positive for drugs, or who otherwise violate the screening process may be suspended or excluded from covered activities. The sanctions of this policy relate solely to limiting the opportunity of any student found to be in violation of this policy to participate in MSHSAA sponsored activities/A+ program. If the discipline policy of the Linn County R-I School District is violated with respect to drugs and alcohol, the student will be subject to the consequences of the discipline policy. 

STUDENT DRUG TESTING
(MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+ Program) 
For the safety, health, and well-being of the students of the Linn County R-I School District, the Board has adopted a random drug testing policy for students who wish to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program in grades six (6) through twelve (12).
It is the belief of the Board of Education that the policy will assist in the district’s efforts to reduce the use of drugs. The policy is intended to complement and supplement all other policies, rules, and regulations of the district regarding possession or use of drugs. The actions of this program relate solely to limiting the opportunity of any student in violation of the policy to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program. There will be no suspension from school for violation of the policy, except when the district’s discipline policy is also violated. Students will be subject to the penalties of the discipline policy and random drug testing policy as applicable. 
Definitions
Consent Form – Parent/Guardian Drug Testing Consent Form adopted by the District’s administration.
Drug Use Test – Scientifically substantiated method to test for the presence of drugs in a person’s urine.
Drugs – The synthetic or generic equivalent or derivative drugs under federal, state or local laws including, but not limited to, marijuana, alcohol, heroin, hashish, cocaine, hallucinogens, depressants, and stimulants not prescribed for the user. This includes performance-enhancing derivatives or related substances that are not prescribed by a physician or are prescribed by a physician for use not authorized by the manufacturer of the drug. This term shall include, but not limited to, all drugs listed in the Narcotic Drug Act. The school reserves the right to test for as many of these drugs as deemed necessary to meet the stated goal of deterrence. 
Medical Review Officer – A third-party healthcare professional who reviews student medications and makes a final determination on non-negative test results.
MSHSAA Sponsored Activities – Any extra-curricular activities sponsored by Missouri State High School Activities Association.
A+Program - The A+Program provides scholarship funds to eligible graduates of A+ designated high schools who attend a participating public community college or vocational/technical school, or certain private two-year vocational/technical schools. 
Negative Test result – A toxicological test result that is considered to demonstrate the absence of a drug or the metabolites thereof using the standards customarily established by the testing laboratory administering the drug use test. 
Non-negative Test result – An initial, unconfirmed toxicology test result that is considered to demonstrate the presence of a drug or metabolite thereof using standards customarily established by the testing laboratory administering the drug test. 
After further testing of the sample and consideration of legally prescribed medication that might influence the test result, a final determination will be made by a Medical Review Officer. 
Positive Test Result – When referring to a drug test administered under the policy, a toxicological test result that is considered to demonstrate the presence of a drug or the metabolites thereof using standards customarily established by the testing laboratory administering the drug use test.
Random Testing – Students covered by the policy will be subject to random selection for drug testing. In implementing the procedure, each participating student will be assigned a number. On testing days, a predetermined number of said students will be selected using a table of random numbers. If a student selected in this manner is absent, the next preceding number will be selected. 
Drug Awareness Session/Consent Form 
At the beginning of each year, participating students and their parent/guardian will be given information about the drug testing policy and will be informed of where to review the Linn County R-I School District random drug testing policy, procedures, and consent form. These documents explain that the student and parent/guardian must sign the consent form to be eligible to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program at Linn County R-I School.  Students and parents/guardians will be encouraged to ask questions regarding the program. 
Students will take home the drug testing information and have the consent form signed by both the student and a parent/guardian. If the student is 18 years of age and has established a residence on his/her own, the student’s signature is all that is required. This consent form must be turned in prior to participation in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program. 
Once a student enters the pool, he/she must remain in the pool for the remainder of their academic career to be eligible to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program. If a student drops out of the pool, he or she will be ineligible to participate in covered activities for 365 days. Students who wish to drop out of the drug pool must have their parent/guardian come to the school and meet with the program administrator. The student and parent/guardian must sign a release form stating that they no longer wish to participate in the random drug testing pool. If the student is 18 years of age and living on his/her own, he/she will meet with the program administrator to drop out of the testing pool. 
Confidentiality
All records related to the random student drug testing shall be kept in confidential files separate from a student’s permanent educational records. Those files will be destroyed upon the student’s graduation from school or transfer to another district. Test results will only be released to the student, his/her parents/guardians, and approved school officials. If the student has a non-negative test, the administration will not use non-negative test results as a reason to search the student’s locker, purse, or other area in which the student keeps his or her personal effects. Test results will not be turned over to the police or authorities without a court order, and administration will not disclose test results without a court order for purposes of a criminal investigation. 

Procedure
· After the student and parent/guardian have signed the consent form, the student will be assigned a number that will be maintained by the program administrator. This number will be the student’s identification number for testing and will not change. Only the program administrator and the district staff designated by the superintendent to assist in administering the drug-testing program will have access to student numbers. 
· Random testing will be scheduled periodically by school administration and will be conducted only during the school year. 
· The administration will determine the number of participants for each testing session based on the number deemed necessary to meet the district’s stated goal of deterrence. Numbers will be drawn using a randomized program by the contracted drug testing company to select participants to provide a urine sample. A designated school official will match the selected numbers to the master list of participants. 
· If a student has been selected to submit to random drug testing, notice will be sent to the parent/guardian after the test has been performed. The notice will only indicate the student has submitted to the test. No results will be sent with this notice. 
· Any drug test required by the district under the terms of the policy will be administered by or at the direction of a drug-testing company chosen by the district. The third-party testing firm will use scientifically validated toxicological methods and will document to the district detailed written specifications to assure chain of custody of the specimens, proper laboratory control and scientific testing. 
· All aspects of the drug-testing program, including the collection of specimens, will be conducted to safeguard the personal and privacy rights of participants. The test specimen shall be obtained in a manner designed to minimize the intrusiveness of the procedure. In particular, the specimen must be collected in a private restroom behind a closed door. The drug-testing company technician will supervise the participant and will wait outside the door until the specimen has been produced. The technician will verify the normal warmth and appearance of the specimen. If at any time during the testing procedure the technician has reason to suspect that a student is tampering with the specimen, the technician may stop the procedure to determine whether a new sample should be obtained. 
· If the screening sample is non-negative, the results will be subject to confirmation by a second and different test of the same specimen. In order to keep the results of the initial testing confidential, the district may choose a certain number of samples for a confirmation test. 
· Samples may be tested for adulterants. If an adulteration substance is found, the test will be considered positive. 
· If the secondary test for confirmation of any participant has a positive result, the testing firm will contact the designated school official with the results. The designated school official will then notify the parent/guardian and request a meeting. At the meeting, the designated school official will inform the parent/guardian of the positive result and ask for permission to forward the results to a medical review officer. If permission is granted, the designated school official will obtain the parent/guardian’s name, ID number and contact phone number and forward that information to the third-party testing firm, who will then forward the information to the medical review officer. If permission is not granted, or the parent/guardian will not meet with the designated school official, the lab results will be accepted as the final results. 
· When the medical review officer receives the above information, he will contact the parent/guardian, verify identification and then discuss medications the student is taking. If any of the medications being taken by the student could explain the positive result, the medical review officer will verify with the pharmacy filling the prescription of the prescribing physician (in some cases, both) that there is a legitimate prescription in the student’s name. Once all pertinent information has been obtained, the medical review officer will make a final determination of the test results. Those results will be forwarded to the third-party testing firm, who will then forward them to the designated school official. 
· If a student does not produce a urine sample within three (3) hours, the student will have five (5) days to make an appointment with a physician to see if a medical reason exists to explain the inability to produce a urine sample. Documentation from the physician must be provided to the school district. If the student does not see a physician or if there is not a valid medical reason, then the test would be deemed positive. The medical review officer will make this determination.
· Upon confirmation of the positive test result, a designated school official will provide notice to the parent and the student of the restrictions resulting from the positive test. 
· The designated school official will contact the parent/legal guardian in writing within two weeks of the result of the test, regardless of the result. 
Consequences
· A student who has initially consented to be tested may refuse to be tested, but if he/she chooses to do so, he/she will immediately be suspended from participating in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program for 365 days. 
· After a student tests positive for illegal substances, he/she will be subject to non-random testing at the request of the administration for the remainder of the student’s participation in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program for a period of 365 days. 

· First Offense
· Consequences for the first offense is suspension from participating in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities for a period of 30 calendar days from when the test administrator finalized the results of the test, if the student’s activity is in season. 
· If the student’s MSHSAA Sponsored Activities is not in season, then the start date will be the day the student begins participation in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activity. The student will be expected to attend all practice sessions, all meetings and team competitions during the suspension.
· For A+ students, the 30 days will begin when the test administrator finalizes the results of the test and will effect A+ activities/cadet teaching hours. 
· The student must submit proof of completion of an approved educational drug/alcohol program that is offered outside of the school at the student’s expense. A+ students must also complete the Appeals Process for re-admittance into the A+ Program.
· A+ students are limited to one offense.

· Second Offense
· Consequences for the second offense is suspension from participation in MSHSAA Sponsored Activities for a period of 90 calendar days from when the test administrator finalized the results of the test, if the student’s activity is in season. 
· If the student’s MSHSAA Sponsored Activity is not in season, then the start date will be the day the student begins to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activity. The student will be expected to attend all practice sessions, all meetings and team competitions during the suspension.
· The student must submit proof of completion of an approved educational drug/alcohol program that is offered outside of the school at the student’s expense. 

· Third Offense
· Consequences for the third offense is suspension from participation in MSHSAA Sponsored Activities for a period of 365 calendar days from when the test administrator finalized the results of the test, if the student’s activity is in season. 
· If the student’s MSHSAA Sponsored Activity is not in season, then the start date will be the day the student begins participation in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activity. The student will be expected to attend all practice sessions, all meetings, and team competitions during the suspension.  
· The student must submit proof of completion of any approved educational drug/alcohol program that is offered outside of school at the student’s expense. 


Parent-Requested Participation
Parents of students who wish for their student to participate in the drug-testing program may voluntarily enroll the student in the district’s program even if the student is not involved in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program. The student will be placed in the drug pool and noted as a voluntary participant. If selected and the test is positive, the parents will be notified of the positive test, but the student will not be penalized through the random drug testing policy or the student discipline policy of the Linn County R-I School District. 
Drug Counseling and Assistance
The goal of this program is to reduce/deter the use of drugs. As such, drug counseling and assistance programs may be sought by the parents of any student who has a positive drug test under the policy. If requested by the parents, assistance obtaining additional help for the students will be provided by the school counselors. Any costs for assistance or enrollment into any drug counseling sessions will be exclusively the responsibility of the student or parent/guardian. 
Student Discipline Policy
The Student Drug-Testing Policy does not limit or otherwise affect Board policy, regulation, or procedure regarding discipline for the sale, possession, use, distribution or purchase of drugs (or alcohol) when reasonable suspicion of such conduct arises out of circumstances other than the random testing conducted pursuant to the policy. 


Linn County R-I School District
Student Drug-Testing Consent Form 
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I have read and understand the Linn County R-I School District’s policy and procedures regarding the student drug-testing program. 
I hereby give consent for my students to participate in the drug-testing program at Linn County R-I Schools. I understand that my student will be placed in a pool for random drug testing and that Linn County R-I School District will pay for all random drug tests if my student is selected. 
I understand that students who wish to drop out of the drug testing pool must first have their parent/legal guardian schedule a meeting with the program administrator. The student must sign a release for stating they no longer wish to participate in the random drug testing pool. 
I understand that if my student drops out of the drug testing pool, they are no longer eligible to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program in the Linn County R-I School District for 365 calendar days. 
______ Yes				Include my student in the random drug-testing program
______ NO	I do not want my student participating in the random drug-testing program. I understand he/she will not be eligible to participate in any MSHSAA Sponsored Activities/A+Program for the current school year.

Student Name (Please Print)	________________________________________________	
Student Signature	________________________________________________
Parent/Legal Guardian (Please Print) 	________________________________________________
Parent Signature	________________________________________________
Date (m/d/yy)	________________________________________________
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