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LINN COUNTY R-I DISTRICT ASSESSMENT PLAN

The Linn County R-I District Assessment Plan outlines the assessment and testing activities of the Linn County R-I school district, from grades pre-K through 12. It is submitted each year to the Linn County R-I Board of Education for approval. It is updated as changes in the assessment plan are made and implemented. It should be noted that the Linn County R-I special education department performs some of its own assessments, which are not documented here, as they are not part of the district-wide assessment plan.

The Linn County R-I school district has implemented the following tests/assessments in order to meet the educational and evaluative needs of the district:

· Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children – Fourth Edition
· Weschler Adult Intelligence Scale – Third Edition 
· Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence-III 

· Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales, Fifth Edition 

· Leiter International Performance Scale-Revised 
· Wechsler Nonverbal Scale of Ability 
· Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills

· Early Reading Diagnostic Assessment
· The Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning – Third Edition
· Test of Early Math Ability-3 

· Test of Early Reading Ability-3 

· Test of Early Written Language-2 

· Peabody Individual Achievement Test-Revised 

· Wechsler Individual Achievement Test-2nd edition 

· Woodcock-Johnson Test of Achievement-III/NU 

· The Orleans-Hanna Algebra Prognosis Test
· The General Aptitude Test Battery
· The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test
· The ACT/SAT College Entrance Examinations
· TerraNova

· The Missouri Assessment Program Test (MAP)

· End-of-Course Exams
ADMINISTRATION

The counselor serves as the assessment and testing coordinator for the Linn County R-I school district. The counselor is responsible for the administration of all cognitive and intelligence testing and test preparation exams, as well as the algebra placement test(s). DIAL-3 testing is conducted by the pre-school teacher and/or the elementary special services staff, under the supervision of the elementary principal. The Woodcock Johnson Educational Battery is administered by the elementary special education coordinator. A representative of Grand River Technical School administers the GATB. Details about these tests, their administration, and their purpose in the assessment plan follow.

INTELLIGENCE AND COGNITIVE ABILITY

WISC-IV: The Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children, Fourth Edition is an individually administered, comprehensive clinical instrument for assessing the intelligence of children.  It provides composite scores that represent intellectual functioning in specified cognitive domains (Verbal Comprehension Index, Perceptual Reasoning Index, Working Memory Index, and Processing Speed Index), as well as providing a composite score that represents a child’s general intellectual ability. This test is typically used as one component of evaluation for students who need services from our special education department, e.g., students with IEP’s (Individual Education Plans). The test is also used as one component of the selection process for the Linn County R-I Corral Program (an enrichment program for gifted students in grades 4 through 12).
WAIS-III: The Weschler Adult Intelligence Scale, Third Edition is a test battery designed to measure the intellectual functioning of children ages 16 to adult years. The battery is comprised of ten subtests, which yield a Full Scale IQ (Intelligence Quotient) score, and Performance IQ, and a Verbal IQ. This test is typically used as one component of evaluation for students who need services from our special education department, e.g., students with IEP’s (Individual Education Plans). The test is also used as one component of the selection process for the Linn County R-I Corral Program.

WIPPSI-III:  The WPPSI-III is an individually administered, comprehensive clinical instrument for assessing the intelligence of young children.  It provides composite scores and a full scale IQ.  Ages:  2-6 to 3-11 and 4-0 to 7-11 
SB-V:  The Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales, Fifth Edition is an individually administered assessment of intelligence and cognitive abilities.  It includes a Full Scale IQ, Verbal and a Nonverbal IQ and Composite Indices spanning 5 dimensions with a standard score mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15.  It provides comprehensive coverage of five factors of cognitive ability:  Fluid Reasoning, Knowledge, Quantitative Processing, Visual-Spatial Processing and Working Memory. Ages:  2 to 85+ years
Leiter-R:   Leiter International Performance Scale-Revised is completely nonverbal.  It does not require a spoken or written word from the examiner or child.  It is especially suitable for children and adolescents that are cognitively delayed, disadvantaged, nonverbal or non-English speaking, ESL, speech, bearing or motor impaired, ADHD, Autistic and TBI.   Leiter-R includes 20 subtests and numerous composites that measure both general and discrete ability tests.  Ages:  2-21 

WNV: Wechsler Nonverbal Scale of Ability is completely nonverbal.  It is a nonverbal measure of ability for anyone regardless of the language spoken—especially designed for culturally and linguistically diverse groups.  It was specifically created for English language learners, hard of hearing or deaf individuals, individuals with language disorders, cerebral palsy, aphasia, physically/multiple handicapped individuals.  It has flexibility with the choice of a 4-subtest or 2-subtest battery. Ages:  4-21

ACADEMIC PLACEMENT AND SCREENING

DIBELS:  The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills used during the Reading First Program are a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy development.  They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures used to regularly monitor the development of pre-reading and early reading skills.  

ERDA-II:  The Early Reading Diagnostic Assessment used during the Reading First Program as a diagnostic assessment of the student’s current reading skills as a guide the provides critical decision-making information for instructional planning and as a means to link diagnostic information in reading to validated interventions.  
DIAL-3: The Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning – Third Edition Revised is a screening test designed to identify young children in need of further diagnostic assessment or curricular modification. For the purposes of the Linn County R-I school district, the test is used to screen preschool and Kindergarten students to determine their strengths and weaknesses upon entering school. This gives teachers a place to start from, and also affords teachers the opportunity to address any specific strengths and/or weakness that are identified. The test will be administered by elementary special needs staff and/or the preschool teacher.

TEMA-3:  The Test of Early Math Ability-3 measures the mathematics performance of children.  It measures both informal and formal concepts and skills in the following domains:  numbering skills, number-comparison facility, numerical literacy, mastery of number facts, calculation skills, and understanding of concepts.  Test results are reported as standard scores, percentile ranks and age and grade equivalents. Ages:  3-0 and 8-11 years

TERA-3:  The Test of Early Reading Ability-3 is a unique direct measure of the reading ability of young children.  Rather than assessing children’s “readiness” for reading, TERA-3 assesses their mastery of early developing reading skills.  Items assess knowledge of contextual meaning, alphabet and conventions.  Standard scores are given for each subtest, and an overall Reading Quotient is computed using all 3-subtest scores. Ages:  3-8 years 
TEWL-2:  The Test of Early Written Language-2 measures early writing ability in children.  It consists of two subtests:  Basic Writing subtest, which is a standardized, norm-referenced instrument that focuses on the functional or mechanical components of writing, and the Contextual Writing subtest, which measures a child‘s ability to generate a writing sample.  Both must be administered to obtain a global writing score.  Ages:  4-10 years
PIAT-R/NU:  The Peabody Individual Achievement Test-Revised is an efficient individual measure of academic achievement.  Reading, Math and spelling are assessed in a simple non-threatening format that requires only a pointing response for most items.  This multiple-choice format makes it ideal for assessing low-functioning individuals or those with limited expressive abilities.  It offers 6 subtests in the areas of general information, reading recognition, reading comprehension, written expression, mathematics, and spelling.  Spelling and written expression are combined to obtain a written language composite and Reading recognition and reading comprehension combine to obtain a total reading score.  Ages:  5-22 

WIAT-II:  The Wechsler Individual Achievement Test-2nd edition is used to identify and track basic academic skills and intervention needs in children and adults.  It allows for accurate achievement/ability discrepancy analysis and it is linked to other Wechsler scales. It provides age and grade based composite scores, percentile ranks, stanines, NCE’s and age and grade equivalents in the following subtest areas:  Oral expression, Listening comprehension, Written expression/spelling, Word reading/pseudoword decoding (Basic reading skill), Reading comprehension, Numerical operations (Math reasoning), and Math reasoning. Ages:  4-85 years

Woodcock-Johnson Test of Achievement-III/NU: The WJ-III is a comprehensive academic achievement assessment that matches all seven areas of IDEA legislation.  The standard battery provides 10 cluster scores that measure performance levels, determine educational progress, and identify individual strengths and weaknesses.  It provides composite scores, percentile ranks, stanines, and age and grade equivalents in the following areas:  Oral expression, Listening comprehension, Written expression, Basic Reading Skill, Reading comprehension, Math calculation and Math reasoning.  Ages:  Pre-K thru Grade 12
OHAPT:  The Orleans-Hanna Algebra Prognosis Test is also designed to be a predictor of future success in Algebra I. However, unlike the IAAT, which only measures past achievement of Algebraic concepts, this test assesses three factors: Aptitude, Achievement, and Affective Factors. With regard to Achievement, the test measures background knowledge requisite to learning algebra. The test measures Aptitude as the student’s ability to learn during the test. This is accomplished by presenting students’ with short lessons, and then presenting them with test questions based on those lessons. Finally, the test includes a questionnaire section. This section assesses Affective Factors such as interest, motivation, and self-efficacy that relate to level of aspiration, study habits, affective reaction to mathematics, and effort. The Linn County R-I math department believes that this is a more concrete method of measuring past math achievement, current affect, and aptitude before making a placement decision. Also, the math department concluded that the concepts and problems presented on this test are more age-appropriate than are those presented on the IAAT. 
GATB: The General Aptitude Test Battery is given in conjunction with the Grand River Technical School in Chillicothe, Missouri. The GATB measures nine aptitudes: intelligence, verbal aptitude, numerical aptitude, spatial aptitude, form perception, clerical perception, motor coordination, finger dexterity, and manual dexterity. A representative of GRTS administers the GATB. It is used as an admissions exam, and all sophomore and junior students wishing to enroll in our vocational/technical program at GRTS are required to take it. They must meet a minimum score, as determined by the GRTS admissions office, in order to gain admission to the school and to the program of their choice.

TEST PREPARATION

PSAT/NMSQT: The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test serves as a preparatory exam for the SAT college entrance exam. This test is also used as a National Merit Scholarship qualifying test. It is administered to students during their junior year of high school. This test is not mandatory. Students who take the test will receive a student score report from the SAT/College Board Assessment Center. This report will help to identify academic strengths and weaknesses, and will include an estimate of what each student will score on the SAT college entrance exam.

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

ACT/SAT: These college entrance examinations are given at several local schools for a cost. Results are recorded in students’ permanent records. ACT/SAT results are used as part of the college/vocational/technical school admission process. They can also serve as a factor in scholarship consideration. The counselor also receives a compilation report of all Linn County students who sat for a given administration of the ACT/SAT. This report is kept in the counselor’s office, and it allows for comparison between Linn County R-I students’ scores and the state/national averages. This comparison allows our administration and teachers to identify relative strengths and weaknesses of Linn County R-I students.  Students in 9th and 12th grades are required to take the ACT in April as a district assessment to in order to monitor the progress of all students from the end of their ninth grade year until the end of their twelfth grade year.
DISTRICT AND STATE ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT TESTING

TerraNova: The TerraNova assessment is used to evaluate students in grades K-2 in the spring, for the purpose of Reading First accountability.  The assessment combines selected items with constructed-response items to allow students to produce short and extended responses. Both item formats are presented in contexts related to situations in and out of the classroom.
MAP: The Missouri Assessment Program test is mandated by the Missouri State Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, or DESE. Subjects assessed are: Math, Science and Communication Arts.  This test is standardized, and it is administered to students in grades 3 through 8.

EOC: The purpose of End-of-Course exams are to measure student achievement and progress toward postsecondary readiness, identify students’ strengths and weaknesses, communicating expectations for all students and meeting state and national accountability requirements.  End-of Course exams will provide a valid and reliable method for assessing students’ knowledge of Missouri’s Course-Level Expectations. A student who completes a course or sequence of courses incorporating the content of the Course-Level Expectations will be expected to take the corresponding end-of-course exam.  Students will be expected to take the end-of-course exam upon completion of the content of the CLEs, regardless of grade level.  A student’s raw score on selected-response items combined with his/her score on open-ended items, will contribute to 10% of that student’s course grade.
The counselor serves as the Assessment and Testing Coordinator for the Linn County R-I school district. As such, the counselor is responsible for the security and distribution of testing materials. The counselor also implements a testing schedule for all district and statewide assessment testing in grades 6 through 12. In the elementary grades, teachers are given a testing window during which to administer tests at their own convenience. 

Testing materials are received in the counselor’s office a few weeks before the state-designated testing window begins. The counselor is responsible for sorting and distributing testing materials to the appropriate grade levels. Testing materials are placed in plastic storage containers for ease of distribution. On testing days, teachers are responsible for picking up testing materials from the counselor’s office. They are required to sign for the materials, thus documenting when the materials were received and by whom. At the end of a testing day, materials must be returned to the counselor’s office, where they are locked away for test security.

When testing is complete, the counselor is responsible for checking over testing materials to see that all identification sheets are filled out accurately, and that there are no stray marks in answer documents. The counselor also ensures that testing materials are properly packaged and packed for shipping, and that they are shipped back to the testing center for scoring by the state-designated deadline. 

The Linn County R-I school district will use the MAP results to evaluate and assess our district’s progress in all subject areas of the test. Evaluation is done on a yearly basis. The building principal analyses and compares test results district wide from year to year. This allows him to identify and target weaknesses at all grade levels that are tested. He also makes a yearly report of MAP scores to the Linn County R-I Board of Education. After reviewing the test results, the building principal facilitates individual and/or departmental meetings with teachers to discuss strengths and weakness, make suggestions, or possibly make adjustments to curriculum in order to address the weaknesses identified.

Teachers will be able to track their own students’ performance and progress through crystal reports. This will afford teachers and administrators convenient, consistent access to valuable student information. This will result in greater ease of on-going assessment by teachers. It will also allow them to assess their own effectiveness in addressing the Show-Me Standards in their classrooms. This will aid them in making any necessary adjustments to their curriculum in order to address identified weaknesses in certain competencies.

TEST TAKING SKILLS

As part of this testing plan, it must also be mentioned that we have made efforts to insure success in test taking skills.  Study skills and test taking skills area distinct part of our written curriculum.
During elementary counseling, time is spent focusing on study skills.  On the high school and junior high level, we also teach a special section involving study skills and test taking techniques.  
Also the library is equipped with several computers.  These computers are accessible to all students.  We have purchased a software program on taking the ACT and on taking the SAT.  Students can and do use these programs for preparation for the test.

GUIDELINES FOR INCLUDING STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

IN STATE AND DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMENTS
Rationale: PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Publications"Missouri has moved to an inclusive state assessment program. Districts are accountable for the assessment of all students enrolled in the district, including those receiving special education services, regardless of disability type or severity. All students will participate in either the Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) assessments developed for specific content areas or the MAP Alternate Assessment. 

A number of federal and state laws have been enacted that call for higher standards of learning for all students, accountability for student learning, and the development of better assessments to measure the progress made in improving education. This legislation lays the foundation for the requirement that every student be accounted for in Missouri’s state assessment program and be included in districts' assessment programs. 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 lays the foundation for including students with disabilities in state assessment by prohibiting their exclusion from and discrimination against in Federally-assisted programs or activities. Given the potential benefits of including students with disabilities in state assessment, their exclusion clearly violates the intent of Section 504.

Goals 2000: Educate America Act (Public Law 103-227) encourages the establishment of high standards of learning for all students, and the use of better assessments to evaluate student progress toward meeting these standards. Goals 2000, which was signed on March 31, 1994, provides states with funds for school reform. It is very clear in its definition of "all students," and in the requirement that students with disabilities be considered in all aspects of educational reform.

Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA)(Public Law 103-382) works with Goals 2000 in encouraging the establishment of high standards of learning by promoting school wide reform that provides opportunities for all students to achieve at the highest levels of performance. This act, which is the revised Elementary and Secondary Education Act, was also signed into law in 1994. IASA authorizes funding for Title I programs that provide students with extra help with reading and math. IASA money is for all students, including those with disabilities.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)(Public Law 105-17) provides federal funds to assist states and schools in making a free and appropriate education available to all students identified as having a disability. This act provides clear direction for including students with disabilities in state assessment programs as well as district-wide assessment programs. 
With regard to assessment programs, IDEA requires that:

· States establish goals and standards for the performance of students with disabilities that, to the maximum extent appropriate, are consistent with the goals and standards established for all children in the state 

· States establish performance indicators that can be used to assess student progress toward meeting those goals and standards 

· Children with disabilities be included in state and district-wide assessment programs, with appropriate accommodations provided as necessary 

· States develop guidelines that allow children with disabilities who cannot participate in the regular assessment program to participate in an alternate assessment 

· States develop and begin to conduct alternate assessments for students who cannot participate in the regular assessment program by no later than July 1, 2000 

· States report to the public on the progress of students with disabilities with the same frequency and in the same detail as they report on the assessment of nondisabled students 

· The IEPs of all students with disabilities specify how the child will be assessed (regular or alternate assessment), the reasons for this decision, and the accommodations needed

In order to comply with federal laws and state mandates, the Linn County R-I School District has developed the following guidelines for including students with special needs into the state assessment program and district-wide assessment program. 

1.  Decisions regarding participation in state-level testing (MAP) and accommodations will be made annually, based on a student’s instructional goals, curriculum, current level of functioning, skills, and learning characteristics.  Students with special needs will participate in the MAP one of three ways: 

· MAP Subject Area Assessments without Accommodations:  Students with disabilities for whom this option is appropriate would participate in the MAP subject area assessments under the same conditions as other students. They would not use accommodations, so there would be no modifications in testing procedures.

· MAP Subject Area Assessments with Accommodations: Students with disabilities for whom this option is appropriate would participate in the MAP subject area assessments, but accommodations or modifications in testing procedures would be made to prevent their disabilities from interfering with their test performance.

· MAP Alternate Assessment: A very small number of students with significant disabilities will not be able to participate in the MAP subject area assessments even with accommodations. These students will participate in the MAP Alternate Assessment.

2.  Decisions regarding participation in the district-wide assessment program and accommodations will be made annually, based on a student’s instructional goals, curriculum, current level of functioning, skills, and learning characteristics.  Students with special needs will participate in the district-wide assessment program one of three ways: assessments given district-wide without accommodations, assessments given district-wide with accommodations, or alternate assessments. Districts will develop/use alternate assessments that parallel (in purpose, type, and content assessed) assessments given on a district-wide basis. 

3.  The IEP team will ask the following three questions to determine how the student will participate in the state and the district-wide assessment program.
· Is the student working toward the same instructional goals as other students?

Students with disabilities are working toward the same instructional goals as other students if their goals will prepare them for typical work, school, and life experiences. Students who fall into this category are participating in the general education curriculum. These students will participate in all parts of each of the six MAP subject area assessments and all parts of the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program. These students may require some accommodations in testing procedures.
· Is the student working toward modified instructional goals?
Students are working toward modified instructional goals if attainment of these goals will generally prepare them to participate in typical life experiences, but modifications have been made in curriculum or instruction to support the realization of these goals. Students who fall into this category are participating in general education curriculum. These students will participate in all parts of the six MAP subject area assessments and all parts of the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program that are instructionally relevant to the students' learning goals. These students will probably require accommodations in testing procedures.

· Is the student working toward different instructional goals than other students? 

Students are working toward different instructional goals than other students if their instructional goals are primarily functional in nature and relate mostly to self-care and life skills. Students working toward functional goals will participate in the MAP Alternate Assessment. These same students will be given alternate assessments in lieu of assessments included in the district-wide assessment program. The names and/or descriptions of the assessments will be documented in the students' IEPs. 

4.  The IEP team will use the following key points as a premise when making state and local assessment participation decisions.
· Decision-makers should start from the premise that all students, including those with disabilities, will participate in the state assessment and the district-wide assessment program and to the greatest extent possible in all parts of the six MAP subject area assessments and all parts of the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program. 

· Any decisions regarding participation in the state assessment program and the district-wide assessment program must be made by a student’s IEP team, and documented in the IEP along with the reasons for those decisions. 

· Decisions about how a student should participate in the MAP and the district-wide assessment program should be based on the goals and content of that student’s instruction. 

· A student with disabilities should participate in all parts of the six MAP subject area assessments and all parts of the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program that are instructionally relevant for that student. 

· Decisions about participation should never be based on program setting, category of disability, or percent of time in the regular classroom. 

· Students should not be exempted from any part(s) of the six MAP subject area assessments or any part(s) of the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program simply because they are not expected to do well. 

· It is important to remember that things change, so participation decisions will be reviewed just prior to assessment to be sure that they are still valid.
5.  The IEP Team will use the following process to make judicious decisions about accommodations during participation in the state assessment program and the district-wide assessment program. 
Step 1: Identify the learning characteristics and needs of the student.

Step 2: Identify the accommodations used during instruction.

Step 3: Learn about the MAP subject area assessments and the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program and the requirements of the items included in each part of the assessments.

Team members should look through the MAP released items and other information available from DESE and testing vendors. They should read the examiner’s manuals, and if possible observe administrations of the various assessments. Someone knowledgeable about the MAP subject area assessments, the MAP Alternate Assessment, and the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program should be included on the IEP team when decisions about participation or accommodations are made.

Step 4: Use what is known about the student, accommodations used in the classroom, and the items included on the MAP and the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program to identify possible accommodations needed during testing.
Step 5: Determine which of the identified accommodations are appropriate for the MAP subject area assessments and the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program. IEP teams should use State Policy Guidelines and the following questions to determine which of the identified possible accommodations might be appropriate for the MAP subject area assessments and/or the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program.
IEP team members should ask themselves:

· Does this accommodation change what is tested? 

· If this accommodation is used, is the integrity of the test protected? 

· Does the use of the accommodation give clues to the correct answer, or otherwise 

      give the student an unfair advantage? 

· Is the accommodation needed to lessen the impact of a disability, or will it artificially

      raise the test scores of the student? 

· Does the accommodation threaten test security?

Step 6: Check the resulting list of acceptable accommodations against the state's list of approved accommodations for the MAP and the vendors' approved accommodations for the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program. If it is deemed that a student requires accommodations not listed or approved by MAP or the testing vendor(s), the IEP team needs to document the reasoning behind using these non-approved accommodations. (Note: The district will contact the testing vendors to determine what accommodations are allowed for each of the assessments given on a district-wide basis.)
6.  The following information related to assessment will be included in the IEP.

· a description of how a student will participate in the state and district-wide

assessment programs.

· statements regarding any individual accommodations needed in the administration of the state and district-wide assessment programs.

· a statement of why the assessment(s) are not appropriate for the student and a description of how the student will be assessed (Note: This is only needed if the IEP team determines the student cannot participate in a particular part of the MAP assessments, in the MAP Alternate, or any part of an assessment contained in the district-wide assessment program.) 

7.  Parents of students with special needs will be part of the IEP team discussion and will be informed about:

· options for their child's participation in the state and district-wide assessment programs;

· the benefits to be gained as a result of participating in standardized testing;

· the reporting policies of IDEA regarding student achievement;

· accommodation options for the state and district-wide assessments;

· any intended or unintended consequences of accommodation policies that may impact the student's opportunities such as promotion, graduation, or receipt of a regular diploma.

8.  Once the test results are obtained from MAP and the assessments included in the district-wide assessment program, the district will report to the public on the progress of students with disabilities with the same frequency and in the same detail as they report on the assessment of nondisabled students. The district will comply with IDEA guidelines in the reporting of state and district-wide test results.

9.  Teachers in each building will study the achievement levels of subgroups of students by disability. Based on this study, actions will be taken to improve the performance of any subgroup that lags behind. 

10. To ensure anonymity of all students, test results will not be reported in disaggregated form if there are fewer than 5 students in a given grade level. 

Note: 

In order to get a reportable score for the MAP core subject area assessments (Math, Science, Communication Arts, Science), students need to attempt one item in Session 1, one item in Session 2, and five items in Session 3 or get one correct. To get reportable scores for the Health/PE MAP and Fine Arts MAP, students need to attempt one item in each section. When deciding which parts of the six MAP subject area assessments are appropriate for a student in relation to his/her instructional goals, teachers need to operate from the premise the student should attempt as many items as possible to obtain the highest possible level of achievement. 

District-wide assessment program is defined as assessments that are administered district-wide to a particular group of students (i.e. all 2nd grade students, all students enrolled in 6th grade reading classes, all boys in the district, all kindergarten students, etc.)
Guidelines for Professional Development Related to Student Assessment

The teachers and administrators in Linn County R-I School District will participate professional development opportunities as related to the goals and objectives of the CSIP, areas of needed student improvement based on data analysis, MSIP requirements, the results of the Professional Development Committee's needs assessment, and the results of other needs assessments. The information contained in this narrative will address professional development related to student assessment. For a more detailed, comprehensive description of the District's Professional Development Plan, consult the District's documentation as required by MSIP standard 6.7. 

The topics related to state and district-wide assessment that will be addressed in in-service opportunities will be: 

· how to analyze data to determine strengths and weaknesses; 

· how to use the results of data analysis as a means of making changes in programs, instruction, curriculum, and assessment; 

· how to use achievement data and dropout data of subgroups (by race/ethnicity, gender, disability, LEP, or migrant) to determine changes that need to be made to improve performance of any subgroup that is lagging behind the overall student population;

· how to teach test-taking strategies to students;

· instructional strategies to be used in classrooms that will promote success on MAP and other standardized tests; 

· how to create performance-based classroom activities/assessments and scoring guides;

· how to develop and use strategies that will assess the Show-Me Standards not assessed by the MAP and how to monitor performance on standards to be assessed locally;
· how to motivate students to take MAP seriously and possible incentives which could be offered to students;
· the legal requirements of reporting data as designated by IDEA (for administrators).
The Professional Development Committee of Linn County R-I School District will work in conjunction with administrators to provide professional development opportunities for teachers, administrators, and support staff. The following ways and means will be used as vehicles to bring about the realization of the goals and objectives contained in the CSIP.

· study groups/focus groups/ building level MAP teams; 

· building level and district-wide in-service facilitated by MAP Senior Leaders and team members, MAP Facilitators, STARR teachers, RPDC staff, DESE staff, and/or other consultants;

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 





Policy 6430

Evaluation Services

Assessment Programs

The district will use assessments as one indication of the success and quality of the district’s education program.  Further, the Board recognizes its obligation to provide for and administer assessments as required by law.  The Board directs the superintendent or designee to create procedures governing assessments consistent with law and Board policy. 

In cooperation with the administrative and instructional staff, the Board will annually review student performance data and use this information to evaluate the effectiveness of the district’s instructional programs, making adjustments as necessary.

The district will comply with all assessment requirements for students with disabilities mandated by federal and state law, including the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA).

District Assessment Plan

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district has a written assessment plan that shall test competency in the subject areas of English, reading, language arts, science, mathematics, social studies and civics, as required by law.

The purposes of the district wide assessment plan are to facilitate and provide information for the following:

1. Student Achievement – To produce information about relative student achievement so that parents/guardians, students and teachers have a baseline against which to monitor academic progress.  Within the limitations of group testing instruments, the information should be useful to serve as a validation device for other measure of student progress.

2. Student Counseling – To serve as a tool in the counseling and guidance of students for further direction and for specific academic placement.

3. Instructional Change – To provide data which will assist in the preparation of recommendations for instructional program changes to:

a. Help teachers with instructional decisions, plans and changes regarding classroom objectives and program implementation;

b. Help the professional staff formulate and recommend instructional policy; and 
c. Help the Board of Education adopt instructional policies.

4. School and District Evaluation – To provide indicators of the progress of the district toward established goals.

There shall be broad-based involvement in the development of the assessment program and its implementation.  Instructional staff will be given training and responsibilities in coordinating the program.  Every effort will be made to ensure that testing contributes to the learning process rather than detracts from it.  Efforts shall also be made to incorporate necessary culture-free and culture-fair tests to assure that measurements are reasonably accurate.

Reading Assessments
The district will administer a reading assessment to students in third, fourth, fifth and sixth grade to determine whether additional reading instruction and retention are needed, as required by law.  The district will also administer a reading assessment to all students who transfer to the district in grades four, five or six, and to all students attending summer school due to a reading deficiency, as required by law.

The reading assessment will be a recognized method, or combination of methods, of assessing a student’s reading ability.  Results of assessments will be expressed as reading at particular grade level.  The superintendent or designee will determine which methods of reading assessment the district will utilize.

Statewide Assessments
The district will implement the components of the Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) in order to monitor the progress of all students in meeting the Show-Me Standards, as set forth by the Missouri State Board of Education.

Any eligible student for whom English is a second language shall participate, but the student’s scores shall not be counted until the student has been educated for three (3) full school years in a school in which English is the primary language.

The district may establish a system of rewards and punishments designed to encourage the students of this district to give their best efforts on each portion of any statewide assessment.

The district’s policy on student participation in statewide assessments shall be provided at the beginning of the school year to each student and the parent, guardian (or other person responsible) for every student under 18 years of age.  The policy will also be kept in the district office and be available for viewing by the public during business hours of the district office.
Nationwide Assessments

The district will implement the American College Test Program (ACT) in order to monitor the progress of all students from the end of their ninth (9th) grade year until the end of their twelfth (12th) grade year.

*** This assessment will be required of all students in grades nine (9) and twelve (12) unless it is restricted by the students IEP.  This test will be furnished to the students at district expense.

As required by the ACT testing service, the ACT test will be administered on a Saturday on the national testing date.  The Linn County R-I students that are required to take the ACT on that date will not be required to attend school on the first school day following the test.

A student that fails to take the ACT on Linn County R-I School District’s required date during either their ninth (9th) grade or twelfth (12th) grade year will result in that student being restricted from attending the senior trip.  The one exception would be if a student has a legitimate excuse and fails to take the test during the designated time during their ninth (9th) grade year, they will be allowed to complete the test on the next available national testing date that year at their own expense.  

*** Local requirements may be waived by the administration if unusual circumstances exist.
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Evaluation Services

Test Security

All standardized testing materials shall be stored, distributed and collected according to procedures that insure the security and authorized access to test booklets. The Superintendent shall designate a District test coordinator who will direct the administration and security procedures for each testing site.

Teacher Responsibilities for Test Administration

Prior to the administration of any District or State standardized test, the principal/designee will review with the teachers the testing guidelines that they and the students are to follow. The principal/designee shall distribute this policy and any other testing guidelines to all teachers, require them to sign and return one copy and keep a copy for their files.

The guidelines listed below are examples; others may be provided by the principal/designee.

1. Teachers are not to review the test questions or content prior to its being given to the students.

2. Teachers are not to give any assistance to the students during the administration of the test.

3. Teachers are to review only the purpose of the test, the directions, the time restraints and what the students are to do upon completion of the test.

Violation of these and other administrative testing guidelines by the teacher may result in disciplinary action against the teacher, up to and including termination.
APPENDIX A

LINN COUNTY R-I TESTING SCHEDULE

Test



Grade/Age



Date

DIAL-3


preschool-Kindergarten

Spring

OHAPT


7th grade



Spring

GATB



sophomores/juniors


Spring

ACT/SAT


9th-12th grade



Ongoing/April
TerraNova


grades K through 2


Spring

MAP



grades 3 through 8


Spring (usually April)

EOC



grades 8-12



Fall/Spring

